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Italians, and among them the Holy Father's
subjects, were ambitious of a share in the
world's progress, material and industrial
no less than political. But the famous
question demanded a reply, " How was the
government to be carried on ? " Nepotism,
which gave the Pope trusty ministers, was
dead long ago. The Cardinals had lost
their wealth, and could not, as in times past,
spare the people from heavy burdens of
taxation. Clerics alone occupied important
posts and administered the offices of State.
Moreover, on the Napoleonic system, which
Consalvi did not alter, a centralized rule
swept away local customs and privileges,
dear to these old cities, which in their fierce
self-idolatry were as Greek as Thebes or
Megara had been.

When Pius VII. died Consalvi's reign was
over. Leo XII. governed with a reformer's
zeal and severity. But the Romans, it is
said, did not like him at all; his Vigil-
ance Committee was hated; and Cardinal
Bivarola's action in putting down the Car-
bonari at Ravenna (1825) excited wide-
spread indignation. A veiled civil war is
the only description that will express the
condition of Italy and the Papal States
during the years from 1820 to 1848. Amid